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A Message from the Principal
Mrs. Miriam Gettinger
Professionally I have always sought to focus on channeling the strengths of each on my staff rather than harboring on
obvious deficiencies, a rule of positivity worthy of implementation in our instructional modeling as parents and teachers with
our children. While the weaknesses glare at us and frankly unnerve us, the strengths are actually more potent yet often latent,
needing to be developed and nurtured to actualize their fullest
potential. There are life lessons to be learned from everyone with
whom we interact and significantly a key perspective I have
gleaned from board president Monica Rosenfeld is her consistent
imploring “tell me something good!” amidst the myriad of problems, finances and issues which abound. Beyond optimism and
hope, the plea beckons us to reflect upon the significant
strengths, vision and values rather than becoming mired in the
daily grind of the shortfalls.
Every human being is different and even those who on
the surface appear similar in temperament and outlook are nonetheless unique. One of the greatest tragedies in human life is
when a person feels himself or herself to be a square peg in a
round hole, ill-fitted for the life one is leading and for the profession one is pursuing. While most make some sort of peace with
situation, there are rare individuals who can change course in the
midstream of life itself and pursue their natural abilities and true
vision despite the obstacles that undoubtedly present themselves.
The commitment to personalized educational plans
from schedules to student supports and enrichment is a hallmark
of HHAI. Identifying each student’s individual passions and triggers facilitates instruction that is tailored to their personal trajectory of both academic as well as significantly socioemotional and
moral growth. As a teacher, I always ask my students on day one
to share their instructional ‘love languages’ privately with mewhat makes them proud and what makes them uncomfortable in
a classroom setting. Knowledge of their instructional personas
empowers us to collaboratively engage in meaningful goal setting much in the same way that doing lunch duty with younger
classes affords me a window into each student’s tastes(literally
and figuratively) and problem solving skills truly becoming a
highlight of my dayJ
The import of Moshe’s departing blessings to the Jewish
people in the concluding Torah portion of Vizot Habracha read
on the upcoming holiday of Simchat Torah is that each of the
tribes, as well as the individuals who comprise those tribes,
should be true unto themselves. They should accept and follow
their mission both personal and national that G-d set out for them
through their genetic traits and personal gifted talents. In doing
so, Moshe fulfills his final and perhaps greatest act of love for his
people by allowing for the diversity and creativity of all to func-

Candle Lighting 7:17 pm
Shabbat ends after 8:36 pm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Homework Club for grades 4-8 will meet
Thursday next week.

The next scrip order will be placed on October 5.
Orders will be here on October 8. Please call Toni
at 251-1261 ext. 158 to place an order.

Hoshana Rabba
9/27 - NO SCHOOL
Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah
9/28 & 9/29
NO SCHOOL

5th Grade Rosh Chodesh Program
10/7 at 11:00 am
Families invited to join Via Zoom

tion and build a greater communal whole; the tribes serving as the
paradigmatic model of synergy in Judaism. Conformity stifles all
creativity and absent creativity there never can be real progress in
human affairs whether physical or spiritual. Wishing all a chag
sameach time well spent in good health and happiness with families and community aka your tribe!

Sukkot
By Rabbi Berel Wein
The culmination of the great month of Tishrei occurs with the commemoration of the holiday of Succot. It provides a joyful relief and
release from the tension and intensity of the first two major holidays
of the month, Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. While we experience
an enjoyable sense of celebration, commemoration, and exalted
purpose with these two unmatched high holy days, there is also a
sense of tension and even foreboding that accompanies them, since
these are also days of judgment and of heavenly decree. Therefore,
the holiday of Succot with its emphasis on the beauty of nature and
the freedom from being housebound provides an emotional and
psychological relief that, to a great extent, characterizes the nature
of this holiday itself. It is therefore called the time of our joy and
happiness, not only because of what the Succot holiday itself represents, but also because it raises us from the concerns and doubts that
naturally accompany our commemoration of the high holy days –
the days of awe – that dominated the first part of the month. We
have the feeling within us of having passed through the time of testing and challenge, of trial and judgment, and of emerging from that
period as a better and more wholesome individual, both in relationship to our Creator and to our fellow human beings. It is the feeling
that we have when we leave the hospital in a better state of health
than the one we entered, or being vindicated in a court of law, being
pardoned for our transgressions and wrongdoing. This feeling certainly manifests itself in achieving a state of happiness, joy, and
contentment. Because of this time that preceded Succot, this holiday
can perhaps be more appreciated than others. It is as though one
emerges from a long dark tunnel and comes to see the cheerful light
of nature and of Jewish life. In northern climates, having to leave
the house and exist in a booth open to the elements is perhaps not
such a pleasant experience. However, it should be obvious to all that
all the Jewish holidays were meant to be celebrated in the land of
Israel, and even though they are observed outside of the land of
Israel, that does not change the fact that they were adjusted to the
climate, seasons and temperatures and exist in the land of Israel.
Here in Israel, as the holiday occurs, sitting outside is not only possible but is absolutely enjoyable. Sitting in the cold northern winter
weather in Chicago, I remember my father telling me that out of all
the holidays of the year, Succot was especially difficult for him,
because it brought home the central idea that the real home of the
Jewish people was in the land of Israel. In Chicago, we oftentimes
had snow on the covering of the roof of the Sukkot. He ruefully
remarked that the Torah apparently made no provision for snow on
Succot, and that this itself was a proof that we really belong in the
land of Israel to celebrate the holidays of the Jewish calendar.

By Lori Halperin
Observed annually on September 15th since
2009, International Dot Day is a holiday in
which people of all ages are encouraged to
harness their own creativity and embrace
their own confidence as they make their mark
on the world. The day is inspired by the
book, The Dot by Peter Reynolds. The Dot is
a beautiful story about a girl named Vashti
who is encouraged by her teacher to take a
risk. Vashti does not believe she can draw, but learns otherwise as
she challenges herself with the help of her teacher. This called having a growth mindset. Our classroom strives to build our growth
mindsets daily. It describes a way of viewing challenges and setbacks as ways of learning and as failure as part of the learning process, not as something to be upset about or a place to stop. People
who have a growth mindset believe that even if they struggle with
certain skills, their abilities are not set in stone. Brains always have
a chance to grow and the more we challenge our brains, the stronger they get. Our skills can improve over time.
As a classroom community we spent Dot Day celebrating our
growth mindsets and our every growing brains with first grade. We
did many activities to build our resiliency and to spread our positivity to others. We often refer to the word “yet” in our classroom. "I
can’t do that math, yet”, implies that with time, patience, effort, and
practice, I will be able to do it eventually. This really helps us
move forward with challenging activities in both academics and
our social emotional worlds.
Take a minute and think about your own growth mindset. Do you
add “yet” the end of your inner thoughts about a task? Just doing so
will provide an example to our children that we, even as adults,
need time and practice to do some things.

In general, there certainly is a certain sense of satisfaction and even
joy in appreciating the wonders and beauty of nature. Many of us
are urban dwellers, and, therefore, are not even accustomed to noticing, much less appreciating, the wonders of the natural world that
we inhabit. On the holiday of Sukkot, we are obligated by Jewish
law and tradition to leave our house and, in some fashion, connect
ourselves to the natural surroundings that we often ignore during the
rest of the year. Insects, especially bees, can be very annoying, but
their purpose is to remind us that we are not the only creatures that
inhabit this planet, and that the wonders of the natural world, with
its infinite variety of creatures and colors, is meant to testify to the
power and infinite grace of the creator of the universe. The festivals
of the Jewish people are built on the platform of agriculture, seasonal climate, and the variety of nature, as well as upon the historical
events and bases that these holidays represent. They are meant to
give us a complete picture of creation, nature, and human history as
well. The holidays are meant to install within us a harmony of contentment and appreciation of life and its wonders. The holiday most
representative of this is that of Succot.
Chag Same-ach

Berel Wein
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On the English side of humanities, student focus soon will be on
our annual contest, Letters About Literature. For this contest,
students are to read a book that changed them in some way.
They then write a letter to the author stating how his or her work
affected them. Students are challenged to be personal, but also
persuasive. Their letters are not fan letters, but rather a reflection
on how this specific author influenced them. It’s a contest that
requires them to explore the deep connections that they can
make with a piece of literature. It’s a challenge, but the skills
that are developed through this contest are certainly rewarding!

By Patricia Berg
Students in 6th grade humanities read Lynda Mullaly Hunt’s, Fish in
a Tree, this summer, a book about resiliency and the idea that everyone learns in their own unique way (also a book that this librarian
thinks EVERYONE should read!). This was a great message to set
the tone for a lot of change as our 6th graders embarked on their first
year of middle school. Humanities becomes a large part of a sixth
graders new middle school schedule. With a class that covers two
subject areas, English and social studies, a lot of time is needed in
order to cover the scope of the material. With so much time spent in
the humanities classroom, it’s important to create a sense of community so students are comfortable enough to share ideas, work together, and ask questions. One of the ways we accomplish this task each
day is by starting class with a
morning meeting. The agenda
for our meeting varies, but it’s
a time for us to get to know
each other better, review curriculum, and build relationships, and sometimes throw in
a game or two that will wake
our brains up and prepare us for
the work ahead! Pictured, you
can see the 6th grade playing
one of their favorites, a game
simply known as “The Ball Game!”

With the recent addition of our new 6th grader, Maliyah K. (an
excellent addition to our class!) the 6th grade is sitting at a nice
round number of 10 students. I’m looking forward to continuing
the year with these sixth graders as they continue to grow into
inquisitive, self-sufficient leaders in the middle school!

Artist of the Week
By Mrs. MaryEllen Fellegy

Following our morning meeting, we jump into our academic classwork. At the start of 6th grade, we take a leap back in time to ancient
civilizations in our survival unit. Students explore a fictional account
of a girl living during the ice age in our class read-aloud, Shiva.
They also learn about the cultural universals, key features that all
cultures share, to compare and contrast the civilizations they will
experience throughout their middle school years at HHAI. Soon, we
will begin our adaption simulation which will send students back in
time to settle an unknown continent, using only their knowledge of
natural resources and climate in order to survive as a hunter-gatherer
society.
Our next stop? Ancient Mayan and Olmec civilizations followed by
the culturally-rich worlds of ancient Greece and Rome. Coinciding
with our Ancient Rome unit, students will get their first taste of
Shakespeare with Julius Caesar. Students jump into their first independent research project in these units. We begin the year with a lot
of group work, but for our ancient civilization unit, students will
choose a cultural universal to research that they will then present to
their classmates. Through this project, students explore the concept
of evolution and see how
much of our culture today evolved from those
established in ancient
civilizations. Within the
scope of this project,
students are also learning
the important skill of
citing sources. They will
create their first workscited page and delve into
the many intricacies of
MLA citation; a skill that
they will continue to use throughout their schooling careers.

Congratulations to second grader Gavi Rutstein. Learning to
draw starbursts at the beginning of the school year is always
exciting for second graders and this year was no exception!
After practicing their marker skills and reviewing their line and
color vocabulary students got right to work. Their colorful starbursts were created using cool or warm color markers or a combination of both on white paper. Please come see Gavi’s starbursts next to the EC Library!
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By Sarah Cook

The days are flying by in our Maon classroom! It is hard to believe that we are already tumbling enthusiastically into autumn, but this group of children would move through life no other way. They are
filled with energy and curiosity, with wonder and wit, and a deep desire to explore their environment
to the fullest.
Maon friends work hard in their play. If you were to peek into our classroom or playground on any
given day, you would see a lot of busy mess-making. However, behind that mess is some serious
learning through schemas. A schema in play is just elaborate terminology for the specific impulses
children utilize to learn about the world around them. You might see a row of animal figurines, matchbox cars, or beads on top of a cabinet. The child has placed them here not just in an effort to get out
every single toy in the classroom, but as part of a positioning schema. They are ordering these items in
a way that makes sense to them, and helps them categorize and understand their internal observations.
Which animal is bigger, which car goes next to the red car, does
the star go before or after the circle?
Two of the most popular schemas with this group of learners are
the transporting and transforming schemas. Children use movement, or transportation, of objects from one space to another to
understand more about their physical characteristics. They mix
together materials to see how they change, or transform. The sensory table and the playground mud kitchen are popular spots for this type of learning. Filling cups and
bowls then dumping them, filling their hands with materials and moving them to another space to put
them down, mixing paint and kneading playdough. These types of play are wildly important for our two
and three year old scientists who are learning all about the world. We spend lots of time at the sensory
table in the Maon classroom, and we change out our materials often. The children often have requests
for this space, and bring items from around the classroom to add. As we grow more comfortable in our
explorations, we will begin to extend these schemas even beyond the walls of our table and into tubes,
tunnels, and other more advanced means of transporting and transforming.
Now that you know some of our favorite ways to learn, you should also know that our class loves to
learn together! Our students all feel comfortable in solitary play, and you will see every child find their
own space to rest or investigate throughout the day. However, this group is excited to play with friends!
There is parallel play alongside their peers, as well as associative play where they are engaged in playing together. Everyone loves to list the
names of classmates, call out a name to find them and play, and exchange observations about one another. They are excited to look at our
picture projects of everyone’s families and homes, and always ready to play a game called “MY Mommy” in which each child gleefully and possessively - calls out a family member. They care deeply about others and have real empathy for another classmate when they are sad
or hurting. Maon children are learning how to be responsible for their own clean up and care, while also helping one another. They love to
group together in the play kitchen and make each other fancy and elaborate pretend meals. Eventually, a little of the shine will wear off this play together and we
will get into the real business of learning in a 2’s and 3’s class - conflict resolution. For now, however, all of our friends are busy, busy, busy learning and growing with one another!
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