
The Hasten Hebrew Academy Early Childhood Educa-
tion program offers young children, ranging from eight-
een months to Kindergarten, a safe and friendly atmos-
phere to develop and expand in all five key areas of de-
velopment; Language Arts, Mathematics, Self-care, 
Physical and Social Emotional skills.  The low teacher/
student ratio allows for individualized attention and an 
overall intimate feel within the classroom.  We believe 
that every child has unlimited potential and the natu-
ral curiosity to learn. We support each child through a 
collaboration between parents and staff to nurture a rela-
tionship of mutual respect and understanding.  The Early 
Childhood staff provide developmentally appropriate 
activities inspired by the Reggio Emilia philosophy and 
in line with the Indiana Early Learning Foundation 
Standards. Each day, the children experience both Judaic 
and General Studies in a unique hands-on, child directed 
approach. Children learn about American and Jewish 
holidays and receive age appropriate instruction in the 
Hebrew language. The ways in which children learn are 
varied and unique. Through observation, documentation 
and assessment, our teachers create diversified curricu-
lum to meet the individual needs of the child. Children 
are given independent opportunities to learn, participate 
in group activities that promote social emotional devel-
opment, and engage in play that stimulates both the mind 
and body. We encourage you to join us for a tour to see 
first hand what children can accomplish when given the 
opportunity to question, explore, and discover the world 
around them. 
 

Hasten Hebrew Academy  
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Katon 
18 months  

 
This classroom is de-
signed to meet the needs 
of our youngest students 
who are between the ages 
of  18 to 24 months and 
are walking. Our teachers 
provide loving reassur-
ance as the child and par-
ents transition into the 
school setting. We recog-

nize how stressful this time can be and strive to provide a 
calm, engaging and welcoming environment for our fam-
ilies. Celebrations for each success and hugs for each 
challenge are a part of daily life in Katon.  Children en-
joy a wide range of experiences as they learn about the 
world around them. Building with blocks, caring for 
dolls, and „reading‟ books to each other helps to develop 
socialization skills while  daily play time in the Big Mus-
cle Room allows for the de-
velopment of gross motor 
skills. The children in Katon 
learn best through a curricu-
lum full of sensory explora-
tion and manipulation of de-
velopmentally appropriate 
materials.   

Maon 
2-3 years old 

As our children make their way through the „terrific 
twos,‟ the teachers support the balance between inde-
pendence and the need for guidance.  Throughout the 
school day, the Maon children are offered choices paired 
with open-ended activities to help foster self regulation, 
decision making and self autonomy. These children are 
introduced to a variety of activities that promote problem 
solving, community building, fine and gross motor de-
velopment and creativity. Children are encouraged to 
express themselves through multiple medias such as role 
play, art, story telling and music. In Maon the founda-
tions for handwriting begins with the use of Mat Man 
(Get Set for School) and through dictation. Often the 
teachers will record the children‟s stories illustrating how 
the spoken and written word are related.  The Maon chil-
dren‟s stories can be found proudly displayed throughout 
the classroom.  
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Early Childhood Curriculum 
Daily Activities 

√ small and gross motor activities 

√ outdoor play 

√ free and independent play time 

√ structured and coordinated play 

√ learning centers and provocation stations to evoke student-led 

discoveries 

√ literacy development through language, discussion, modeling, 

books, dramatic play, and age appropriate small/whole group 
activities 

√ integration of Judaic and General Studies 

√ learning through many of the 100 languages supported by the  

        Reggio Philosophy 
 

Special Area Classes  
 ► Hebrew Music and Movement  

 ► Library and Story Time 

 ► Art  

 ► Physical Education  

 ► Music 
 

Supplemental 

√ Love and Logic guidance framework 

√ Foundations for Young Children  

        (Indiana‟s developmental standards for children ages birth– 5) 

√ Math Their Way 

√ Get Set for School and Handwriting Without Tears 

√ Age appropriate use of technology, including iPads 

√ Guest speakers and study trips 

√ 15 hours of professional development/continuing education for 

staff 

√ ISTAR-KR and Ages and Stages Assessment tools 

√ Student portfolios for documentation of student progress 
 

Environment 
► Large, spacious classrooms  
► Fenced-in playground and bike track 

► Big Muscle Room– gross motor space 

► Outdoor classroom and garden  

► Atelier– art studio specifically designed for young learners 
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The full day Kindergarten program offers the „seniors‟ of 
Early Childhood rich experiences in both secular and Judaic 
studies.  The Kindergarteners learn to problem– solve, col-
laborate and self-regulate as they grow into confident learn-
ers through interactive units based on academic standards 
and real world experiences. Responsive Classroom tech-
niques are utilized by the teachers to foster a sense of com-
munity within the students as well as to engage both the 
child‟s mind and body for optimal learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Studies 
Language and math skills are developed through various 
research-based programs in order to diversify curriculum to 
meet all learning styles.  Lindamood Bell (literacy), Math 
Their Way and Handwriting Without Tears are some of the 
programs that enable each child‟s needs to be met at his/her 
individual level.  The „hands on, minds on‟ approach is used 
to promote the active learning and creativity within the chil-
dren. The integration of social studies, science and technol-
ogy are part of the multi-level approach which promotes in 
depth understanding of academic and social skills. Kinder-
garten students are given many opportunities to develop 
their independence during learning centers and small group 
work. In Kindergarten, the students visit both the Science 
and Computer Lab. The Science Lab allows for children to 
interact with nature and to develop an understanding of our 
planet and its inhabitants. The Computer Lab is an exten-
sion of the classroom curriculum. Students learn basic com-
puter knowledge including how to navigate Brain Pop Jun-
ior, ABCYA, and to conduct on-line research.  
 
Judaic Studies 
The children gain deeper meaning of the Torah stories 
through hands on learning and discussions. Daily conversa-
tion and activities are based around  moral values and mitz-
voth (good deeds).  Prayers and relevant blessings are 
learned and practiced each day as a greater understanding 
begins to develop. Hebrew language is presented through a 
program called, Migdallor L’gan and various projects. The 
Aleph Bet is an integral part of the day as students progress 
to learn to read Hebrew words. 

Kindergarten 
Full Day Program 

5-6 year olds 

Ganon is our pre-kindergarten class where social inter-
action and cooperation mature and flourish.  At this age 
children are curious, full of questions and capable of 
making great discoveries when given the opportunity to 
manipulate, inquire and research topics of interest. The 
teachers help facilitate learning through provocation of 
student-led units. Within the child-directed themes, the 
teachers introduce and practice academic skills. The 
Ganon children learn phonemic awareness, utilize Get 
Set for School to learn capital letters, illustrate and dic-
tate stories and practice a wide range of mathematic 
skills. Science and social studies are found throughout 
the units as well as art, music and technology. The chil-
dren attend “specials” weekly including gym, art, music, 
library and Hebrew music and movement. With Kinder-
garten on the horizon, the teachers in Ganon use assess-
ment tools to help track and support each child‟s devel-
opment. As with all of our classes, you can view your 
child‟s progress by looking through his or her portfolio.  
 
 

Judaic Studies 

The Judaic studies consist of 
background stories and observances which are presented 
through songs, games, projects, and dramatization.  He-
brew vocabulary and phrases are introduced and used 
throughout the day.  During the second half of the year, 
the beginning of the Aleph Bet is introduced and each 
letter is practiced in a variety of modalities.  A Torah 
story is related and discussed each week.  Jewish con-
cepts such as mitzvot and values are taught, and the chil-
dren are given the opportunity to discuss, comment and 
ask questions. 
 

 

Ganon 
4-5 years old 

Peuton 
3-4 years old 

Assessments & Portfolios  

In the Peuton classroom, our teachers 
continue to nurture the child‟s growing 
independence. Through exploration and 
collaboration the children learn to work 
together as a peer group as they move 
from parallel play to associate play.  
The familiarity of classmates and of the 
school allow for more activities to take 
place „outside‟ of the classroom. A 
weekly visit to the Art Studio with Mrs. 
Fellegy is a highlight for the children. 
There, the children learn to manipulate 
a variety of art mediums, including clay which is fired in the 
kiln. Throughout the day, the children enjoy both general and 
Judaic studies. Using a project approach, the children are 
able to create and delve into new ideas and concepts. When 
entering the classroom, you may find yourself blasting off 
into outer space in a child-made rocket ship or encounter a 
visit with Mr. Tov, a kind-hearted puppet who teaches us 
how to be caring friends and about the mitvah of lashon tov 
(good speech.) Academically, the children are introduced to 
letters and numbers, basic mathematics, science and social 
studies. The foundations of beginning handwriting are prac-
ticed through Get Set for School and through gross motor 
activities. By the end of the school year, our Peuton friends 
will be ready to approach Ganon (Pre-K) with confidence 
and a strong foundation for academic success.  

As educators, we strive to provide differentiated instruction 
to support the growth and development of every student. Our 
flexible classroom management and curriculum allows for 
the individual needs of each child to be met.. Through obser-
vation, documentation and assessment, our teachers are bet-
ter able to understand the unique strengths and challenges of 
your child‟s development.  We use the Indiana Department 
of Education ISTAR-KR scaffold assessment tool to track 
each child‟s progress from his or her entry into our program 
through Ganon. This assessment allows the teachers to iden-
tify mastery of skills sets in the five developmental areas of 
Language/Literacy, Mathematics, Personal Care, Physical 
and Social Emotional skills. Supporting documentation will 
accompany each child as he or she progresses through our 
program via a portfolio. Each child‟s portfolio will contain 
observations, photographs, work samples, parent communi-
cations, assessments and report cards. Each year the portfoli-
os move with your child to the next classroom providing a 
continuum of care.  


