
The Humanities curricular program is modeled after the concept-based 
KUD (Know, Understand, Do) approach to curricular design, in which the 
traditional state standards are expanded to foster critical thinking and en-
rich long-term student learning. This course focuses on what students will 
“Know (factually), Understand (conceptually), and Do (skillfully)” within 
the scope of the traditional Language Arts and Social Studies curriculum. 
Many of our eighth grade students pass the English 10 high school gradu-
ation requirement exit exam. 
 

Fine Arts — The well-established visual arts program incorpo-

rates art history and art apprecia-
tion with the production of student 
artwork across multiple media.  In 
music instruction, emphasis is 
placed on both the development of 
appreciation for music of various 
periods and on the understanding 
of basic theory and harmony.  
Students have the opportunity to 
participate in school productions 
as well as performances for special events. 
 

Technology Instruction and Integration — 
Technology is integrated as a tool for communication and problem solving 
in the core units throughout the middle school years. Spreadsheets, data-
base construction, coding, and refining presentation skills are targets of 
direct technology instruction. Technology is infused in the middle school 
experience through the use of Google applications: mail, docs, drive, 
maps and search. Apps are provided for creating student-generated pro-
jects related to their class assignments. 
This opportunity is available for our students in Grade 5-8 because of the 
1-to1 iPad program. All students receive an iPad when they enter fifth 
grade. As they graduate from eighth grade, the iPad goes with them. Dur-
ing these four years, the iPad is their textbook, assignment notebook, com-
munication system, course folder, and innovation platform. 

ISP-Independent Study Projects— 

The Hebrew Academy’s innovative Independent Student Project (ISP) is 
another opportunity for students in the middle school to innovate and cre-
ate. The self-chosen project begins at school with a mentor to assure en-
couragement, but for most students, it becomes an out of school experi-
ence as well. This is every students’ opportunity to study a passion: cod-
ing, a third language, a topic in science, an experience with business plan 
writing, or a class at an out of the building location (Harvard and North-
western Online have both successfully been completed.) New skills in 
movie production, building computers, Spanish language acquisition, 
bridge/engineering design, and formats for demonstration and presentation 
far beyond the classroom are gained by our students’ endeavors.  

Middle School is an exciting period in a young-
ster’s life.  It is a time when adolescent curiosity 
is transformed into teenage wonder.  It is the 
final step before moving on to young adulthood.  
We at the Hasten Hebrew Academy of Indianap-
olis (HHAI) commend you for giving serious 
consideration to our Middle School as the proper 
environment for your child’s future develop-
ment. 
 
The Academy’s Middle School offers a total educational program of Jewish 
and general studies for grades six, seven, and eight.  The staff strives to pro-
vide unique educational opportunities for our students.  Features of the pro-
gram include a wide variety of course offerings, core curricula in basic content 
areas, small classes, individualized instruction, ability and heterogeneous 
grouping, enrichment classes, academic advancement, and extra-curricular 
offerings.  While attending the Academy, students grow socially and emotion-
ally as they are exposed to new experiences and explore unfamiliar situations.  
Most important is the identification and understanding of each child’s unique 
needs, and the personal attention and monitoring each child receives.  Your 

child will never be “just one of the crowd.”   
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General Studies 

Science — During their years in Middle School, students cover de-

tailed units in biology, earth science, physics, and chemistry, all of which 
are aligned with Indiana science standards.  Science classes are lab oriented.  
Attention is given to investigation using proper methodology and the in-
quiry method.  We emphasize reporting skills, data analysis, appropriate 
math skills, and developing a healthy curiosity and knowledge of the world 
around us.  Students have the opportunity to participate in science projects, 
problem-based learning, and field trips which enhance their experimenta-
tion, research and reporting skills. 
 

Math — Mathematical in-

struction at HHAI is based on the 
mathematics standards estab-
lished by the state of Indiana.  
Our middle school math teacher is  
familiar with these standards and 
has been trained to help our stu-
dents meet these higher expecta-
tions.  The small class sizes and personal attention offered at HHAI make it 
easier to accomplish this goal. 
 

Instruction takes place on several levels, from sixth-grade-math, to Algebra, 
Geometry, Algebra 3/4 and even Pre-Calculus for eighth grade students.  
The development of strategies for problem solving and the application of 
math concepts for daily living are stressed.  Many of our Middle School 
students pass the algebra high school requirement exam.    

 
Humanities — Middle 

School Humanities at HHAI is an 
integrated Language Arts and Social 
Studies curriculum that is guided by 
the Indiana Standards for Education. 
In the Humanities block, students 
make connections between ideas, 
integrating new knowledge with pre-
vious knowledge, irrespective of tra-
ditional subject boundaries. This interdisciplinary approach provides oppor-
tunities for inquiry-based education. Students are active agents in their 
learning process. Interdisciplinary studies emphasize conceptual learning, 
which drives exploration of subject -based knowledge. Students studying 
humanities in this model make connections between current events, history, 
and literature in meaningful, imaginative, and expanding ways. In addition, 
the role of writing is expanded in interdisciplinary studies. Writing becomes 
a powerful tool for learning and communicating across subjects instead of a 
skill used solely in language arts classes to discuss only literature. 
 

  



 Advisory Program — The Advisory Program in middle 

school is a time to develop leadership skills and a forum to discuss prob-
lems and issues encountered during the adolescent years.  The advisor is 
a student advocate who encourages students to increase organizational 
and study skills.  The advisor also serves as a liaison among students, 
parents, and other teachers. 
 

Academic Support — Academic support in the middle 

school years often shifts from direct instruction in reading and math flu-
ency, to include problem solving strategies in reading, writing and math 
skills that enhance learning.  All students, even those at advanced aca-
demic levels, tend to struggle during the middle school years with organi-
zational skills.  Support in organizing materials, homework completion, 
and sequencing parts of assignments is especially important at this time.  
One-on-one instruction and small group instruction enable middle school 
students to have positive experiences and to achieve to their maximum 
ability. 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities — Academy Middle 

School students are exposed to varied and interesting activities in a non-
academic environment.  To promote the youngster’s development in the 
areas of volunteerism and decision-making, Student Council is led by 
student representatives under a teacher’s guidance.   Student Council 
organizes numerous activities throughout the school.  
 

Eighth grade students participate in a learning service project each week.  
Projects include tutoring, recycling and working with senior citizens in a 
variety of ways from leaf raking to calling homebound seniors with holi-
day greetings.  Students also serve as research and technology mentors 
with first graders.  Activities are coordinated by the Middle School Guid-
ance Counselor. 
 

Interscholastic sports teams in the fields of basketball, volleyball and 
soccer promote school spirit and competitive athletics.  After-school of-
ferings in the past have included chess, art, Mad Science, cooking, aero-
bics, and karate. 
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Electives—To provide students an 

opportunity to explore a variety of experi-
ences, the Academy offers its middle school 
students elective classes.  Students may 
choose three electives each year.  The elec-
tive class meets once a week for an hour.  
Examples of electives offered are architec-
ture, painting with egg tempera, science 
fiction, International cuisine, forensics, ping 
pong, knitting, mosaics, horticulture, on-line 
stock market and robotics.  Students are 
encouraged to suggest electives they would 
like to study. 
 

Physical Education — The goals of Physical Education are 

to help each child develop and maintain an appropriate level of physical 
fitness, to develop body coordination, to acquire useful physical skills and 
valuable safety habits, to enjoy wholesome recreation, and to gain experi-
ence in a variety of physical education activities.  The program for Middle 
School consists of many popular team and individual sports such as soc-
cer, football, basketball, volleyball, batball, kickball, rope jumping, track 
and field, tumbling, and other various games and physical exercises. 
 

Class Trips — Class trips are an integral part of the Middle 

School experience at the Hasten Hebrew Academy.  Each class takes a 
special trip that is appropriate for the age level of the students. 
  

6th Grade: 
 

Our 6th Grade students take a Chicago trip that includes visiting the Illinois 
Holocaust Museum, the Shedd Aquarium and the Museum of Broadcast-
ing. 
 

 7th Grade: 
 

7th Grade students spend three days and two nights in Washington, D.C., 
Philadelphia or Boston.  A variety of educational and cultural activities are 
included in their itinerary.   
 

8th Grade Israel Trip:  
 

The culmination of our students’ experience at the Hasten Hebrew Acade-
my is the 8th Grade trip to Israel.  This two-week trip is full of educational, 
cultural, and religious experiences.  The students get to live what they 
have been studying.  Past trips have included meeting pen-pals that live in 
Acco, extensive touring of Jerusalem, 
staying in a Bedouin tent, visiting Mt. 
Bental and Tzfat, bike rides and 
kayaking in Israel’s countryside, and 
much more. 

Evaluation and Development 

Jewish Studies 

We are pleased and proud of the accomplishments of our students.  They have 
responded eagerly to the new challenges of Middle School.  As a result of our 
small classes and personalized attention, each student has ample opportunity to 
reach his/her full potential.  Evaluations of our scholastic program have been 
enthusiastic and positive.  Students enjoy taking part in Student Council and class 
trips.  We welcome the input of both students and parents.  The task of planning 
future growth cannot be done by the principal and teachers alone.  With collec-
tive assistance and insights, the Middle School will continue to flourish, and our 
students will remain the beneficiaries of an outstanding education. 

Jewish studies center upon the understanding of major biblical texts and Jewish 
themes, values and concepts, comprehension of important prayer services, Hebrew 
language skills, and familiarization with the growth and development of the Jewish 
people. 
 

Students at the HHAI Middle School broaden their skills and understanding in 
many vital areas of study: Bible, Hebrew Language, Mishna, Law, and History.  
Based on the philosophy that in-depth understanding can be gained from textual 
analysis, our students learn from primary and secondary sources in both the He-
brew and English languages.  Students are provided with an extensive look at the 
moral underpinnings of Judaism, and they discuss current events in this light.  Con-
cept based units of instruction such as the role of speech in our lives and family 
dynamics in the Torah are incorporated.  Integrated curriculum days such as “It’s 

Greek to Me” examining Greek litera-
ture, drama and scientific advances along 
with Greek dance, cuisine and Jewish 
cultural assimilation in the story of Cha-
nukah highlight our vibrant curriculum. 
 

The Bible and Mishna curriculum em-
phasizes the study of primary texts.  Se-
lections from the Torah, the Prophets, 
and the oral law are chosen with the in-

tent to stimulate and enhance the cognitive skills of comparing and contrasting, 
analyzing, and evaluating concepts and opinions.  An appreciation of the depth and 
breadth of our Jewish heritage and commitment to its values is a primary objective 
of this study.  An added benefit is the practice in critical thinking that accompanies 
these studies. 
 

The Hebrew language curriculum focuses on the acquisition of advanced grammar 
skills, attainment of reasonable fluency in modern conversational Hebrew, creative 
writing, and familiarization with the growth and development of the Land of Israel. 
 

In Jewish History, special emphasis is placed on the meaning of the Shoah and the 
events surrounding the State of Israel. 
 

We stress a caring, personalized approach with the students as they begin to inte-
grate their religious heritage in a more adult fashion.  Through Shabbatonim 
(weekend retreats), class trips, and other Jewish enrichment programs, students are 
provided with the opportunity to experience Judaism in both formal and informal 
settings. 


