
 

Hasten Hebrew Academy elementary school students are special 
individuals.   These children are receiving an excellent secular and 
Judaic education.  Enrollment in a Jewish day school will impact 
positively on their entire future.  Recent studies conclude that the 
future communal involvement and Jewish identification of an indi-
vidual are directly related to the years of Jewish education they 
receive.  Being in a challenging and nurturing academic environ-
ment will enhance their growth as people, Jews and Americans. 
 
The Hasten Hebrew Academy elementary school program is the 
bridge between our Early Childhood program and our Middle 

School.  Our grades 1-5 create the foundation for continued  
success through the middle school and high school years. 
 
Students receive an excellent secular and Judaic education.  Ac-
credited by the State of Indiana with its Freeway Accreditation, our 
curriculum meets or exceeds Indiana standards. Our students excel 
in their standardized test scores and are well prepared to move to 
Middle School. 
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An Introduction... 

Elementary School Overview 

 
Our Hebrew Language program begins in first grade with students learning 
how to read, write and speak Hebrew using the Tal Am program.  Tal Am is a 
multisensory, language acquisition program.   
 
They learn original texts in Bible and pray-
ers.  In second grade the students begin the 
formal study of the Bible.  Besides trans-
lating the text, the students study the lives 
of our Biblical heroes and the origins of 
the Jewish nation. 
 
At each grade level another course of study 
is added to the curriculum.  In third grade, 
the students learn Rashi, the universal 
commentary of Jewish texts.  In fourth grade, the students begin the books of 
the Prophets.  In fifth grade, the students study Mishna, the foundation for the 
Oral Law. 
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Jewish Studies 

Our elementary school Judaic studies program provides 
the students with the foundations of living a Jewish life 
intellectually, behaviorally, and emotionally.  We teach to 
the mind and heart the rich heritage of our religion.  The 
students understand and enjoy learning the language, his-
tory, culture, and, most importantly, the unique spiritual 
quality of Judaism.  The love of the Land of Israel is a 
core element of our curriculum.  Students’ study of Israel 
and Zionism culminates in a grade 8 trip to Israel to see 
firsthand what they have studied throughout their academ-
ic career at our school.  Integrated into all lessons and 
subjects are moral and ethical values by which to live their 
lives. 

In every grade the students study the Jewish holidays 
and how to celebrate them.  Shabbat is especially im-
portant as this weekly event is the cornerstone of Jewish 
life.  Students learn by experiencing these occasions in 
the classroom.  In addition, the students study the Torah 
portion of the week. In the primary elementary grades, 
we have Shabbat parties, complete with Kiddush and 
Shabbat songs.   
 
For each holiday, the students have hands-on activities 
to  reinforce the information they learn in the classroom.  
Our school has its own sukkah for the students to experi-
ence this joyous holiday.  For Passover, the students 
create their personal Haggadah and even bake matzah. 
For the High Holy Days, the students learn about self-
improvement and the need to refine themselves  
continuously. 



 
Extra-Curricular Activities—Students are involved 

in  a variety of interesting extra curricular activities.  After-school clas-
ses are offered throughout the school year and vary based on  
student interest. Activities  
have included the follow-
ing:  Karate, “Mad Sci-
ence,” Chess Club,  
Dramatics, Pottery, Basket-
ball Skill Development and 
Fencing, and Junior Robot-
ics. Fourth and fifth graders 
are also part of our inter-
scholastic athletic teams  
including basketball, Soccer 
and volleyball.  
 

Physical Education — The goals of Physical Education 

are to help each child develop and maintain an appropriate level of 
physical fitness, to develop body coordination, acquire useful physical 
skills and valuable safety habits, enjoy wholesome recreation, and gain 
experience in a variety of physical education activities in our gym. 

Academic Support—Academic support is available to assist 

students in both their general and Judaic studies.  Students who need support 
in the areas of mathematics, reading, composition, or other areas receive 
evaluation and support through this important component of our school. The 
Academy also works with Washington Township support staff to administer 
Individual Education Plans (IEP) where appropriate. 
 
Students entering the school in the middle elementary years or later and who 
have not had Hebrew language or been exposed to other Judaic subjects will 
be evaluated and also receive help through the Academic Support  
Department. 
 

Fine Arts — The well-established visual arts program incorporates 

art history and art appreciation with the production of student artwork across 
multiple media.  In music instruction, emphasis is placed on both the devel-
opment of appreciation for music of various periods and  the understanding 
of basic theory and harmony.  Students have the opportunity to participate in 
school productions as well as performances for special events. 
 

Enrichment—Our 

enrichment program serves 
students who are able to han-
dle more complex and chal-
lenging subject matter.  Stu-
dents are placed in math and 
reading classes that meet their 
educational levels.  All qualifying students participate in Science and Torah 
Fairs spelling bees, essay contests, Symphony in Color and National History 
Day contests. 
  

Field Trips— Field trips at all grade levels enrich and support  the 

various subjects taught in  the classroom and include such venues as the Indi-
ana State Museum, the State House, 
The Children’s Museum, Conner Prai-
rie, The Indianapolis Symphony Or-
chestra and more.   

 

General Studies 

Science-  The Hasten Hebrew 

Academy is committed to providing 
excellent science instruction at the 
elementary level.  A designated   
science teacher  provides twice week-
ly  inquiry based labs in grades kin-
dergarten through 4  which provide 
hands-on experiences directly related 
to classroom study.  The curriculum 
includes earth science, solids and 
liquids, plants, weather, metric measurement, ideas and inventions 
and magnets and electricity. In preparation for middle school, 5th 
grade students have lab instruction three times a week.  Their curricu-
lum includes eco-systems, models and designs and solar energy.  The 
school partners with Purdue University’s ISTEM program to integrate 
science and literacy through the note-taking process. 
 
 

Math— Our Math program incorporates both computational and 

problem solving skills. Beginning in third grade many of our students 
qualify to participate in an advanced mathematics program which 
advances them a grade level or more above their current grade level. 
Our advanced students participate in state math competitions  and 
students in grades 3 and up experience the Hands-On Algebra  
program. 
 
 

Language Arts— The study of Language Arts includes 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  All of these areas are thor-
oughly emphasized throughout the 
school day.  Specific curricula 
include reading from the challeng-
ing Open Court reading series 
with additional chapter books 
assigned at individual, differenti-
ated reading levels throughout the 
school year.  Writing across the 
curriculum is expected and the use 
of  Six+1 Traits writing rubrics assures all areas of a written piece are 
assessed to improve overall written communication. 
 
 

Evaluation and Development 
We are pleased and proud of the accomplishments of our students.  They 
have responded eagerly to the  challenges of Elementary School.  As a result 
of our small classes and personalized attention, each student has ample op-
portunity to reach his/her full potential.  Evaluations of our scholastic pro-
gram have reflected the high caliber instruction the students receive at the 
Academy.  As a result the school has attained the highest level of state ac-
creditation, scores in the top 3% of the state on ISTEP Exams and has 
earned an “A” rating from the Indiana Department of Education. 

Technology Instruction — Our technology instruction fo-

cuses on “higher order” purposes using 
computers and iPads  as sources of 
technology-based projects.  Students 
are introduced to google docs and use it 
as a platform for creating word pro-
cessing, spreadsheet and power point 
documents across the curriculum and 
for working collaboratively with teach-
ers and classmates.  Creative aspects of 
technology have included e-books, 
videos  illustrations for reports and 
more using iPad applications to support classroom curriculum.  Fourth and 
Fifth grade students receive their own iPads for 1:1 iPad use. 


